830      GERMAN ASCENDENCY AND THE ARMED PEACE.

the German government refused to renew the treaty with Rus-
sia, which expired in 1890,* and displeased the Tsar by effecting
a reconciliation with the Poles in Posen (see p. 506).

England, directed since 1886 by Salisbury's conservative
ministry, inclined toward the monarchies of the Triple Alliance.
This harmony was marked by the cession to the German Empire
of the little German island of Heligoland, which had been held
by England since the days of the Continental Blockade. This
was a tribute to national feelings which Germany requited by
concessions in eastern Africa in iSgo.f

But the Tsar 'had finally decided to make open advances to,
France. He showed this by public acts. A French squadron
sent into the Baltic was solemnly received at Kronstadt; the
Tsar ordered the Marseillaise to be played, and listened to it
standing. He sent the President of the Republic a telegram in
which he spoke of the " profound sympathies that unite France
and Russia " (July, 1891). A Russian loan was opened in France
and covered by French subscribers. The visit which the Tsar
was to make to the Emperor of Germany was delayed and re-
duced to his passing a few hours in Kiel, on his return from a
stay in Denmark (June, 1892). A Russian squadron came in
October, 1893, to Toulon, whence it sent a detachment to Paris;
it was received with much celebration and honour. The Tsar and
the President exchanged telegrams; the Tsar spoke of the "bonds
that unite the two countries." French opinion assumed that
Russia and France were united by a formal alliance. In any
case it was evident that there existed at least a Francoi-Rusisian
understanding; the exact nature of this understanding remained
a secret. England replied with a demonstration of friendship
for Italy; an English squadron visited Italy in 1893.

European policy was henceforth dominated by stubborn oppo-
sition between the Triple Alliance of central Europe and the
Franco-Russian league. Both having t!he same declared object,
1>e maintenance of peace, their opposition has produced the

* This change in policy is known only through the revelations made in
October, 1896, by the Hamburger Nachrichten, which attributes it to the
influence of England, which was supposed to have been threatened by the
treaty of 1884.

fThe International Conference for the study of legislation for the
protection of the labouring men, proposed by Switzerland in 18^9, and at
Emperor William's request held at Berlin under his own presidency, pro-
duced no practical result (March, 1890).